The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi

Press Release

The Foreign Minister’s Commendation for FY2024 Recognizes

Distinguished Individuals for Promoting Japan-Pakistan Relations

Wednesday, January 29, 2025
At Official Residence of the Consul General of Japan

On Wednesday, January 29, 2025, the Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi hosted the Foreign Minister’s
Commendation Award Ceremony for the fiscal year of 2024, honoring Mr. Muhammad Ovais and Mr. Saleem
Ahmed of Pakistan-Japan Cultural Association (PJCA) Sindh for their exceptional contributions to Japan-
Pakistan relations.

During the ceremony, the Consul General HATTORI Masaru recognized Mr. Ovais as a key figure in the
PJCA since its relaunch in 2001, providing vital support for cultural and business initiatives. He also
recognized Mr. Ahmed, known for his expertise in the Japanese language, as a bridge between investors and
business leaders from both countries by serving as an interpreter for Japanese companies in Pakistan.

The awards highlight their significant roles in strengthening mutual understanding and fostering cooperation.
Following the ceremony, the awardees shared their gratitude, and a reception allowed further discussions on
future collaboration.

The Foreign Minister’s Commendation Award is presented annually to individuals who have made notable
contributions to enhancing Japan’s international relationships. This year’s honorees, Mr. Ovais and Mr.
Ahmed, join a distinguished group of individuals whose efforts continue to shape a brighter future for Japan-
Pakistan relations.

The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi is dedicated to fostering strong diplomatic, cultural, and economic
ties between Japan and Pakistan. Through various initiatives and programs, the Consulate strives to promote
mutual understanding and enhance cooperation across different sectors, including education, business, and
cultural exchange.

For more information, please contact:
Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi
Phone: 021-352 2 0800

Email: culture@kr.mofa.go.jp
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