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Embassy of Japan in Pakistan & Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi
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The book narrates life of
Hikaru Genji and  his
numerous love affairs with
different women including
concubines. Genji is a
prince who is relegated to a
much lower position and
sent in exile by his half-
brother, the emperor.
Ultimately, Genji 1s
pardoned and he returns to
Kyoto, the then capital of
Japan. His son, a love-
child, becomes emperor,
knowing that Genji was his
real  father.  Murasaki,
Genji’s beloved, dies and a
chapter hints at the death of
Genji, too.

But Toshikazu Isomura,
Consul General of Japan in
Karachi, in his brief intro
to the book has hinted at a
more plausible explanation:
in those days paper was
very scarce and whenever
she got some pieces of
paper the author resumed
her writing. This is one of
the reasons why the novel
took so long to finish.
Quite interesting!

Though fictionalised, it is a
first-hand  account  of
lifestyle of Japanese royals
and courtiers in the 11th
century, as the writer was
well aware of the ambience
at the imperial palace and

the web of court intrigue.
Modern reader can have a
feel of what the lives of
aristocracy must have been
in Japan about a thousand
years ago.

Renowned translator and
poet  Baqar Naqvi had
begun translating ‘The Tale
of Genji’ during a few last
years of his life and had
prepared the first draft. He
had sent the manuscript to
Khurram Sohail who had
initially suggested to him
the rendering of this
Japanese novel into Urdu.
But Naqgvi Sahib died in
2019 and Khurram Sohail
had no choice but to put
finishing touches to the
first draft.

With the help of English
translations,

Khurram Sohail had to
revise the first draft many
times over and was finally
able to present the 1,300-
page text in 1,100 pages in
Urdu. But then Khurram
felt that certain parts
needed explanatory notes
as some unfamiliar cultural
and historical details might
pose difficulties to Urdu
readers. So he began
working on the text yet
again and added some very
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Useful and informative
footnotes to the text.

Prof So Yamane, a senior
professor of Urdu and
research scholar at Osaka
University, Japan, in his
intro has succinctly
captured the essence of the
novel. He says “the novel
offers some themes that are
found in today’s literature,
too, for instance, love,
marriage, mother’s love,
job, success and failure in
one’s career. What is more
important is the fact it does
not tell the good from the
bad. It is not a moral or
didactic work as it simply
portrays the lives of
common human beings,
reflecting on their
psychological state, their
weaknesses, helplessness,
anger, happiness, jealousies
and envies”.

In his intro Kuninori
Matsuda, the Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan, writes
“this masterpiece is an
amazing introduction for
readers to the imperial,
aristocratic and everyday
culture of early Heian
period of Japan”.

Note: This article was
writing for dawn

neéwspaper
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Japanese Government Offices in Pakistan

Embassy of Japan in Pakistan

53-70, Ramna 5/4, Diplomatic Enclave 1,
Islamabad 44000

(P.O. Box 1110, Islamabad)

Tel: +92(51) 9072500

Fax: +92(51) 9072352

E-mail: ryoji@ib.mofa.go.jp (Consular/Visa)
economic@ib.mofa.go.jp (Economic)
culture@ib.mofa.go.jp (Public Affairs)
Website: http://www.pk.emb-japan.go.jp/

Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi

6/2, Civil Lines, Abdullah Haroon Road,
Karachi 75530

Tel: +92(21) 35220800

Fax: +92(21) 35220815

E-mail: culture@kr.mofa.go.jp

Website: http://www.kr.pk.emb-japan.go.jp/

Office of the Honorary Consul General of
Japan in Lahore

1 Mcleod Road, Lahore
Tel: +92(42) 37225015-7
Fax: +92(42) 37233518
E-mail: anw@shiraziinvestments.com.pk

Office of the Honorary Consul General of
Japan in Peshawar

No. 38, St. 3, Sector N-3, Phase 4, Hayatabad,

Peshawar
Tel: +92(91) 5828378
Fax: +92(91) 5817569

Office of the Honorary Consul General of
Japan in Quetta

53-A, Jinnah Town, Samungli Road, Quetta
Tel: +92(81) 2829478, 2829633

Fax: +92(81) 2829515

E-mail: knadeem@cyber.net.pk/

Japan International Cooperation Agency
(JICA) Pakistan Office

Serena Office Comlex, 4th Floor, G-5/1m
Khyaban-e-Suhrawardy,

Islamabad

Tel: +92(51) 9244500-07

Fax: +92(51) 9244508

Website: http://www.jica.go.jp/paksitan/
English/index/html

Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO)

2nd Floor, Block-B, Finance & Trade Centre,
Shahrah-e-Faisal,

Karachi

Tel: +92(21) 35630727-32

Fax: +92(21) 35630733-34

E-mail: pak@jetro.go.jp

Website: http://www.jetro.go.jp/

For more information on japanese diplomacy, politics, economy and culture, please visit

http //japanpolicyforum.jp/

http:/www.kr.pk.emb-japan.go.jp



