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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES BY THE EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN PAKISTAN

The Embassy of Japan in cooperation with the Rawalpindi Arts Council
organized Japanese Calendars Exhibition 2018 at the Rawalpindi Arts
Council from 18th to 27th January. H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador
of Japan to Pakistan, inaugurated the exhibition together with other
guests.

Japanese Calendars Exhibition held at the Rawalpindi
Arts Council (January 18, 2018)

The Embassy of Japan in collaboration with the Lahore Arts Council
organized an enchanting performance of traditional Japanese instrumental
music “Koto & Shamisen” by Japanese artistes Ms. Sumie Kaneko at
the Alhamra Hall of the Lahore Arts Council. The music performance
was titled “Japanese Traditional Music and Improvisation” where Sumie
Kaneko joined Pakistani musicians to create improvisation that drew
a big applause from the audience.

“Japanese Traditional Music and Improvisation”
Performance held at the Lahore Arts Council, Lahore

(December 11, 2017)

Japanese Calendars Exhibition held at
Gandhara University (February 8, 2018)

Pakistan-Japan Cultural Association Peshawar in collaboration with
Embassy of Japan organized Japanese Calendars Exhibition 2018 at
the Gandhara University, Peshawar. Provincial Minister KPK Mr.
Mushtaq Ahmed Ghani inaugurated the exhibition as a chief guest.

Mr. Takashi Harada, Minister-Counsellor/Deputy Chief of Mission,
Embassy of Japan in Pakistan, in a group photo with the prize winners
of the 9th JKA National Karate Championship which was held at Pakistan
Sports Complex Islamabad from 23-24 February 2018.

9th JKA National Karate Championship was held
at Islamabad (February 23-24, 2018)

Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan Inaugurated a Painting
Exhibition at Rawalpindi Arts Council (February 19, 2018)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, inaugurated
a painting exhibition titled “Landscapes of Pakistan” by Pride of
Performance artist Ghulam Mustafa organized under auspices of
Rawalpindi Arts Council (RAC). Mr. Kurai said that, it was an honor
to inaugurate a painting exhibition by a senior artist of Pakistan

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, wife of the
Ambassador Mrs. Reiko Kurai, faculty of the COMSATS Institute of
Information Technology (CIIT) Islamabad and students pose for a group
photo at the occasion of screening of Japanese film "Ame Agaru- After
the Rain" at CIIT auditorium.

A Japanese Film “Ame Agaru- After the Rain” Screened at
COMSATS Institute of Information Technology

(February 14, 2018)
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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES BY THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

On February 17, 2018, the Consulate General of Japan, organized
Japanese Calendar Exhibition and Japanese Film screening at Public
School Larkana.

Japanese Culture Day in Sukkar and Larkana
(February 16 - 17, 2018)

On February 16, 2018, the Consulate General of Japan in Karachi and
IBA Sukkar jointly organized an event of the “Japanese Culture Day in
Sukkar” at the IBA Sukkar and attracted those present with Japanese
Calendars, Japanese Film and Ikebana, on purpose for deepening mutual
understanding and promoting friendship between Japan and Pakistan.

"Karate Workshop 2018" was held at the
Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi (January 21-23, 2018)

The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi hosted the "Karate Workshop
2018", at the Japan Information and Culture Centre in cooperation with
the Japan Karate Association. Here the participants met the instructor
Mr. Katsutoshi Shiina, a leading Karate player from Japan, who is also
JKA official instructor, 7th Dan. "Karate Workshop 2018" offered
opportunities not only to the participants to hone the skills but also gave
the people of Pakistan an opportunity to explore the fun and excitement
of the game.

Exhibition was organized by the Consulate-General of Japan, in
collaboration with Pakistan Japan Cultural Association (PJCA), Sindh.

“Japanese Calendar Exhibition 2018” at
Japan Information and Culture Center, Karachi

 (January 18-21, 2018)

The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi hosted the “Women's Self
Defense Workshop” on December 19 to 22, 2017, at the Japan Information
and Culture Centre in cooperation with the Pakistan Martial Arts
Association. The workshop was organized for women to raise their
awareness for self-defense. More than 200 women mostly from various
educational institutes have participated in the workshop and practiced
self-defense skills.

“Women's Self Defense Workshop” at the
Consulate-General of Japan (December 19-22, 2017)

On 15 December 2017, the Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi and
Pakistan Japan Cultural Association, Sindh (PJCA) jointly organized
a Haiku Mushaira at Arts Council of Pakistan in Karachi

Haiku Mushaira was held in Karachi
(December 15,2017)
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ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE

THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN'S ASSITANCE TO PAKISTAN

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan and Dr.
Saeed Elahi, Chairman of the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS),
signed the agreement to provide four ambulances and financial assistance
of $71,501 to the Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS).

Under the said agreement, the Government of Japan will provide four
ambulances to PRCS to operate in Islamabad and Rawalpindi. In addition
to the ambulances, a grant of $71,501 will be utilized for transportation
cost of ambulances from Japan to Pakistan, their re-conditioning,
installation of first aid equipment as well as training of PRCS staff in
Islamabad. These four re-conditioned and fully equipped ambulances
will sufficiently add up PRCS outreach capacity and coverage in twin
cities in the wake of unexpected calamities and emergencies.

The Government of Japan Provides Aid to the
Pakistan Red Crescent Society (February 28, 2018)

Japan provides USD 3.5 million for Educating
15,000 Out-of-School children in Pakistan (February 28, 2018)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan and Ms.
Aida Girma, UNICEF Representative in Pakistan signed an agreement
to provide the grant which will be used by UNICEF during its new
country programme (2018-2022), to establish 400 centres under the
Alternative Learning Programme (ALP).

Speaking at the ceremony, H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai said, “Education
plays a critical role not only for the development of individual talents
and ability but for the overall economic development of nation. For the
purpose of ensuring inclusive and quality education for all, Japan will
continue to support improvement of education in Pakistan and I do
believe that the society in which everyone shines will be achieved.”

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan and Ms.
Minà Dowlatchahi, FAO Representative in Pakistan signed an agreement
to fund the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) to implement 2 projects worth around 2.7 million USD and 5.0
million USD respectively for the enhancement of Foot and Mouth disease
(FMD) control and the second phase of restoration of the livelihoods
in the Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA).

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai said: “Agriculture sector is a vital component
of Pakistan's economy and its steady growth is a prerequisite for the
overall developments of the country. So I believe that these 2 projects
will not only contribute to the improvement of production of agricultural
goods but also to the socioeconomic development in Pakistan.”

Japan provides 7.7 million USD to support FMD
control and the restoration of the livelihoods in FATA

 (February 27, 2018)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan and Mr
Ignacio Artaza, Country Director UNDP Pakistan, signed an agreement
to launch a US$ 3.9 million initiative aiming to empower more than
20,000 youth in Sindh and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provinces. This initiative
will help improve employment prospects and promote social cohesion
through positive interactions amongst young people in deprived
communities, helping them participate actively in the socioeconomic
development of Pakistan.

The Government of Japan and UNDP Partner To Support
Over 20,000 Youth With Skills Training And

Employment Opportunities (February 19, 2018)



5

Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Project (GGP)

IMPLEMENT BY THE CONSULATE-GENERAL OF JAPAN IN KARACHI

The Government of Japan extended a grant of US$82,220 to the Pakistan
Association of the Blind (PAB) for “The Project for Equipping Pakistan
Blind Association with Braille Equipment” under its Grant Assistance
for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) scheme.

The grant contract was signed at the official residence of Japanese Consul
General, between Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, Consul General of Japan in
Karachi and Mr. Qari Saad Noor, Secretary General, Pakistan Association
of the Blind (PAB). The grant covers the cost of four braille displays
and four braille printer sets including braille papers, software and repair
kits.

"The Project for Equipping Pakistan Association of
the Blind with Braille Equipment" Signing Ceremony

(January 18, 2018)

Handover Ceremony for "The Project for Construction
of Two School Buildings for Primary and Secondary

Education in Matiari, Sindh” (December 8, 2017)

The Government of Japan extended a grant of US$78,093 (equivalent to
Rs. 8,090,524) to Participatory Research and Development Organization
(PRADO) for “The Project for Construction of Two School Buildings for
Primary and Secondary Education in Matiari, Sindh”, under the scheme of
the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP).

The Government of Japan extended a grant of US$77,476 to Family
Educational Services Foundation (FESF) for “The Project for
Improvement of a Special Education School for Deaf in Rashidabad”,
under the scheme of the Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security
Projects (GGP).

In order to achieve its objective to provide low cost quality education
to the population with special needs of the area, the Grant will be utilized
for the provision of two School Vans and Equipment to set up a Bakery
so that the situation will be improved and deaf students can get access
to basic education facilities and acquire livelihood skills.

 Signing Ceremony for "The project for improvement
of a Special Education School for Deaf in

Rashidabad" (March 1, 2018)

The Grant will be utilized for the provision of two medical equipment;
X-Ray Machine, Flat Panel Detector (DR) and Laser Printer so that the
situation of healthcare in the city can be improved and the people can
get access to basic health facilities.

Signing Ceremony for "The Project for Provision of
Medical Equipment for Al-Mustafa Medical Center in

Karachi, Sindh" (February 28, 2018)

The state-of-art Braille printers to be purchased by the project will
increase both printing capacity and efficiency. Hence, text books relating
more subjects will be able to be printed and distributed. Through the
provision of the equipment, around 12,000 people are expected to be
benefitted annually.

The inauguration ceremony was held in Matiari, with the presence of Mr.
Toshikazu Isomura, Consul-General of Japan in Karachi and Mr. Ghulam
Mustafa Sangrasi, General Secretory, Participatory Research and
Development Organization (PRADO).

The Grant was utilized for the construction of two school buildings and
two desktop PCs to each school so that the dilapidated infrastructure situation
can be improved and children can get access to basic education facilities.

The Government of Japan extended a grant of US$66,500 to Al-Mustafa
Welfare Society for “The Project for Provision of Medical Equipment
for Al Mustafa Medical Centre in Karachi”, under the scheme of the
Grant Assistance for Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP).

The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi hopes that this project helps
to provide adequate assistive services to the needy and that they can
have better facilities in the future. The Consulate-General of Japan also
wishes that this support from the people of Japan will further strengthen
the friendly relationship between Japan and Pakistan.

Under the GGP scheme, Japan has funded upwards of 360 projects in
Pakistan since 1989.
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JAPAN FEST 2017 WAS HELD IN KARACHI

On 14 December 2017, the “Japan Fest 2017” was held at Pearl
Continental Hotel, Karachi, with the attendance of leading political,
business, cultural and diplomatic figures. The program was organized
by the Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi.

Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, The Consul General of Japan in Karachi,
addressing the guests at the Inauguration ceremony of the “Japan Fest
2017”.

Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, the Consul-General of Japan in Karachi,
mentioned about various aspects of Japan-Pakistan friendship and wished
to further strengthen the existing cultural, economic and business ties
between the two countries.

The Japan Fest 2017 started with several presentations to give cultural
and social images of Japan, which was followed by Cosplay contest and
Japanese pop songs played by local Japanese cultural groups, “Shonen
Infinity” and “Metal Seinen”. At the occasion, various activity booths
were also set-up, showcasing cosplay and Yukata (a light cotton kimono)
experiences, artworks and origami learning. The ambience was exquisitely
decorated with Japanese floral artefacts of Ikebana and Bonsai displays,
which were deeply appreciated by the audience.

Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, the Consul General of Japan in Karachi, along
with the Cosplays of local Japanese Pop cultural groups at “Japan Fest
2017”.

Musical performance by local Japanese pop cultural group at “Japan
Fest 2017”.

Students are showing their interest in Japanese culture at “Japan Fest
2017”.

The event reached its peak with Koto and Shamisen performance by a
Japanese artist,  Ms. Kaneko Sumie who has been based in New York.
The audience was captivated by the fascinating profundity of Japanese
traditional music and memorable fusion of Japanese and Pakistani
compositions.

Japanese artist, Ms.Sumie Kaneko performing Japanese Koto at the
“Japan Fest 2017”.

The Koto is a traditional Japanese instrument with thirteen strings that
are strung tautly across 13 movable bridges along the length of the
instrument. It reached Japan in 8th century and was initially played only
in the Emperor Court or aristocrat palaces.

The Shamisen is a three-stringed instrument, introduced in the 16th
century from China through the Ryukyu Kingdom (Now Okinawa) to
Osaka. It is widely played in folk and art music as an accompaniment
to lyric and narrative song and in the orchestras of Bunraku (puppet)
and Kabuki dramas.

Japanese artist, Ms.Sumie Kaneko performing Japanese Shamisen with
Ustad Nafees Ahmad Khan at the “Japan Fest 2017”.
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Under the landscape of Japanese culture, the men of letters likewise
Hakim Mohammad Said, Ibn Insha, Altaf Sheikh, Iqbal Burma, Irfan
Siddiqui and Huma Anwar, have left deep imprints. Similarly, there
have been Japanese teachers of Urdu language whose work has stood
out from the rest, including Professor Argamu, Professor Suzuki Takashi,
Professor Heroshi Kanqagaya, Professor Hiroji Kataoka, Professor
Heroshi Hagita, Professpor Matsumura, Professor Soyamanaay, Professor
Mamiyakansa are inclusive.

A Japanese poetic diction called Haiku has assumed better placement
in Pakistan, leading to a better understanding of this kind of poetry
version, it has a general appeal for the masses.

11

Pakistan Japan Literature Forum---An Introduction

In 2017, with the birth of Pakistan Japan Literature Forum---- a literary
organization, which has undertaken in its wings, the two countries prose
and poetic diction, besides the cultivation of the two national languages.

The Forum's Patron-in-chief is Toshikazu Isomura, as the Consul General
and is a man who knows Urdu language better than any Pakistani. As
a diplomat he served a long-standing tenure and shows a great interest
in Pakistan's heritage and literature. The Founder of this literary
organization is Khurram Sohail, who is a journalist and a broadcaster.
He has written extensively on Japan-Pakistan relations.

This Forum is conclusive of four major cities namely Karachi, Tokyo,
Lahore and Osaka, people belonging to these cities are beginning to
become a part of this Forum. These should profess to have some
knowledge of poetry or prose writing, to become an active member of
it.

 The Forum has been categorized as a programming technique, whereby
in December 2017, in the first ever session of the forum, a discussion
was held under the title, 'Pakistan and Japan---Literary Relations'. It was
presided by the Japanese scholar Professor Hiroji Kataoka. Professor
Kataoka has translated the Urdu masterpieces by the poets Ghalib, Iqbal,
Faiz and Manto into the Japanese language.

The Forum's second session took place in January 2018 under the title,
'Introduction to Japanese Literature' and the guest speaker was Dr. Asif
Farruki. He sketched a brief history on Japanese Literature, the modern
era of literature and the young generation how it could enhance its
literary pining.

The third session of the Forum took place in February 2018, and revolved
around, 'The World's First Novel: Tale of Genji' and the talk was presided
by Rafaqat Hayat on the 11 Century written work.

In the year 2017, Japan and Pakistan commemorate 65 years anniversary
of diplomatic relations. The same year, Pakistan Japan Literature Forum
was established. In the decade of 1990, many Japanese novels got
translated into Urdu language, allowing the Pakistani reader the delight
to understand Japanese literary holdings.

Many Pakistani writers also, translated the great Japanese works and
the translators who have thus far championed the cause of translating
include the names, likewise Shahid Hameed, Mohammad Saleem ur
Rehman, Altaf Fatima, Ajmal Kamal, Asif Farruki, Professor Nazeer
Siddiqui, Altaf Ahmed Qureshi, Ruqia Jafri, Asim Butt, Masud Ashar
etc, are included.

With a vast scale of translators inhabiting the circle, such a secluded
Forum could not be a part of the agenda, hence after a lapse of some
time, some individuals took up the task of changing the landscape bit
by bit. Keeping this situation in mind, some writers likewise Rais Alavi,
Mohsin Bhopali, Nikhat Hasan, Dr. Mohammad Amin, Saleem Siddiqui,
Qaiser Nazir Khawar have transformed the Japanese literary work into
Urdu. Many Pakistani teachers in Japan, have performed the task real
well, which includes the names of Dr. Tabassum Kashmiri, Dr. Moin
Uddin Aqueel, Dr. Anwar Ahmed and a few others.

Mr. Isomura, has played a vital role in celebrating the literary friendship
between the two countries by giving and kind acknowledgment of the
great literary work which is the translated work by Shahid Hameed
called, 'Japan's Contemporary Short stories'. Another printing run of
'Saqi' too is expected to take place. Another translator Baqir Naqvi has
translated the work of two Nobel Laureates likewise Yasunari Kawabata
and Kenzubura Oe, brought forward their masterpieces on the floor.

In the near future, the translated work of 'The tale of Genji' is expected
to be completed. Hence we see, two things happening in the city of
Karachi, firstly the 10th Aalami Urdu Conference had two sessions lined
up on Japanese Literature, in which people from different walks of life
participated in it. Secondly, more importantly the noted writer and critic
Asif Aslam Farruki has pledged to make Japanese Literature a part of
Karachi Literature Festival in 2019.

The next generation needs to step forward, and understand the greatness
of literary vibes resultant in Japanese and Pakistani literature.

The local Pakistani newspapers, magazines and journals, Social Media
and other means of mass communications, need to visualize the need
for understanding Japanese Literature, in better manner. It shows how
the literary growth takes place and let it shine on the literary horizon.

Long live Pakistan-Japan friendship!!
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