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H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, on behalf of the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan,
conferred Japanese Foreign Minister's Commendation for FY 2017 to Mr. Hirofumi Nagao, former Chief Executive
and Managing Director of Pak Suzuki Motor Company Limited, in recognition of his significant contribution to
the promotion of economic relations between Japan and Pakistan.
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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES BY THE EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN PAKISTAN

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, Mrs.
Takashi Kuari and Rector NUML Maj. Gen (Retd) Mr. Zia-uddin-
Najam, pose for a group photo with the students and faculty
members of Japanese Language Department on the occasion of
Japanese Language Speech Contest which was held at NUML on
Monday 15th May 2017 to mark the 65th anniversary of
establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and Pakistan.

Japanese Language Speech Contest held at NUML
(May 15, 2017)

Japanese Tea Ceremony demonstration held at the
Embassy of Japan (May 11, 2017)

Japanese ladies performing traditional Japanese Tea Ceremony
at the residence of H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan
to Pakistan,  as a part of celebrations to mark the 65th Anniversary
of establishment of diplomatic relations between Japan and
Pakistan.

The Government of Japan awards MEXT Research
Scholarships to Pakistani students (March 10, 2017)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, pose
for a group photo with the Pakistani students, who have been
awarded postgraduate MEXT Research Scholarships 2017 by the
Government of Japan to pursue their higher studies in Public
sector universities of Japan. Ambassador Kurai hosted a sendoff
dinner for the scholarship grantees at his  residence.

On July 20, 2017 H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan
to Pakistan, pose for a group photo with the students of NUST
University and Head of Robotics department at NUST Dr. Yasir
Ayaz before their departure for Japan to participate in "SAKURA
Exchange Program in Science" at a send-off ceremony held at the
Embassy of Japan. Dr Abdul Ghafoor, Principal, NUST School of
Mechanical and Manufacturing Engineering (SMME) is also
present on the occasion

Pakistani University Students Visit to Japan
(July 20, 2017)

Classical piano concert was held at the Embassy of
Japan (May 19, 2017)

Mr. Jun Kanno, an internationally acclaimed Japanese Pianist,
performed in a piano concert held at the Embassy of Japan on
19th May 2017 to celebrate the 65th anniversary of the establishment
of the diplomatic relations between Japan and Pakistan.

Japan Self-Defense Forces Day celebrated by the
Embassy of Japan (May 19, 2017)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan,
and Mrs. Rieko Kurai hosted a reception to celebrate the 63rd
Anniversary of the Japan Self-Defense Forces Day. Lieutenant
General Javed Mehmood Bukhari (HIM), Quarter Master General,
General Headquarters, was the chief guest on the occasion. 
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ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES BY THE CONSULATE GENERAL OF JAPAN

 Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, the Consul-General of Japan in Karachi
, said "I believe this seminar would be a milestone to enhance and
strengthen cooperation between our office and Japanese companies,
and also develop the relationship between Japan and Pakistan
based on economic ties and commercial activities" and highlighted
the significance of the seminar.

Japan External Trade Organization and Federal Bureau of
Revenue  Seminar on Tax (July 13, 2017)

Symposium: "Hydrogen, Carbon-Free-Fuel,
Democratizing the Energy" (July 1, 2017)

Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, the Consul-General of Japan in Karachi,
in his opening speech stated that technology cooperation between
Japan and Pakistan on energy issue will contribute to improving
energy situation in Pakistan.

Mr. Nobuo Kishi, Former State Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Japan, visited Karachi (May 5, 2017)

Mr. Nobuo Kishi, former State Minister for Foreign Affairs of
Japan, paid an official visit to Pakistan from May 3 to 5, 2017.
This was his first official visit to Pakistan. On May 5, he came to
Karachi from Islamabad, and visited Mazar-e-Quaid to pay tribute
to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah and laid a floral wreath.
His visit to Karachi was a significant opportunity to further
strengthen the bilateral relations between Japan and Pakistan and
enhanced the cordial friendship between the two countries.

The 32nd Japanese Language Speech Contest was jointly organized
by the Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi and Pakistan Japan
Cultural Association, Sindh at the Japan Information and Culture
Center. 10 Pakistani students participated in the Contest.
Contestants presented a wide range of interesting speeches with
their excellent Japanese language skills.

Japanese Language Speech Contest in Karachi
(March 26, 2017)

"Karate Workshop 2017" was held at the Consulate-General
of Japan in Karachi (February 14-16, 2017)

The Consulate-General of Japan in Karachi hosted the "Karate
Workshop 2017", at the Japan Information and Culture Centre in
cooperation with the Japan Karate Association. Here the
participants met the instructor Mr. Katsutoshi Shina, a leading
Karate player from Japan, who is also JKA official instructor, 7th
Dan. "Karate Workshop 2017" offered opportunities not only to
the participants to hone the skills but also gave the people of
Pakistan an opportunity to explore the fun and excitement of the
game.

The Commemorative Reception for the
"Karate Workshop 2017" (February 13, 2017)

Mr. Toshikazu Isomura, the Consul-General of Japan in Karachi,
hosted the Commemorative Reception for the "Karate Workshop
2017", at his residence with the presence of distinguished guests.
The reception welcomes Mr. Katsutoshi Shiina, a leading Karate
player from Japan and (JKA) official instructor, commemorates
the Workshop in order to promote one of Japanese traditional
martial sports "Karate".
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THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN'S ASSITANCE TO PAKISTAN

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan,
inaugurated two social development projects funded by the
Government of Japan in district Faisalabad. The projects include
the construction of a new building of St. Teresa Girls High School
and installation of five Water Filtration Plants in Faisalabad.

The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan inaugurates two
projects funded by the Government of Japan in District

Faisalabad, Punjab (May 22, 2017)

Japan Provides 2.665 billion yen for Islamabad and
Burhan Transmission Line Reinforcement Project

(May 4, 2017)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan and
Mrs. Amin Anjum Assad, Additional Secretary for Economic Affairs
Division, signed an agreement at a ceremony held at the Ministry
of Water and Power. H.E. Mr. Nobuo Kishi, State Minister for
Foreign Affairs of Japan and H.E. Mr. Khawaja Muhammad Asif,
Federal Minister for Water and Power, were also present to witness
the signing ceremony. The Government of Japan has announced
to provide a concessional loan of 2.665 billion yen (approx. 24
million USD) to the Government of Pakistan.

The Government of Japan Provides Assistance worth US$
290,148 to Four Pakistani NGOs (March 29, 2017)

Mr. Junya Matsuura, the then Chargéd’ Affaires ad Interim of
Japan to Pakistan and the heads of four non-governmental
organizations pose for a group photo after signing agreements as
the Government of Japan has extended financial support totalling
US $ 290,148 to these organizations for the implementation of
social development projects for the benefit of disadvantaged
communities of the country.

Mr. Cesar Guedes, the UNODC Country Office Representative in
Pakistan and Mr. Takashi Harada, Counsellor, Economic and
Development Section, Embassy of Japan, handed over Five (5)
Progeny ResQ Handheld Raman Analyzers to Anti Narcotics Force
(ANF) during the handing-over ceremony at ANF Headquarters,
Rawalpindi.

The Government of Japan and UNODC Country Office
in Pakistan (COPAK) stands committed to build the

operational capacity of Anti Narcotics Force (August 3, 2017)

Displaced persons returning to FATA receive assistance
from FAO and JICA to secure agriculture based livelihoods

(August 1, 2017)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, awarding
certificate to a trainee of Farmer Field Schools of Khyber and
Kurram Agency at a closing ceremony of Japan funded project
"Assistance to the Recovery and Development of Agricultural
Economy in FATA areas".

The Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan inaugurates the social
development project funded by the Government of Japan
in District Haripur, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (May 25, 2017)

H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai, the Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan,
pose for a group photo with the students and teachers after
inaugurating a Japan funded social development project of
enhancing sanitation and hygienic environment at twelve girl's
schools in Haripur district of KPK. The Government of Japan had
extended the financial support of US$ 437,555 to an international
non-governmental organization Association for Aid and Relief,
Japan for the completion of this project.



Provision of Clean Drinking Water Through Grant Assistance for

Grassroots Human Security Projects (GGP) Program Funding

Provided by the Government of Japan
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In September 2016, a report tabled in the Senate of Pakistan
claimed that more than 80% Pakistanis were consuming
contaminated or unsafe water. The report based on the research
conducted by Pakistan Council for Research in Water Resources
(PCRWR) pointed out that the 69% to 82% water samples
collected from 2,807 villages in 24 districts across the country
were found contaminated or unsafe for drinking. 

A similar situation of unhygienic drinking water was reported
in  Faisalabad city few years ago where drinking water was badly
contaminated as sewerage water had got mixed with drinking
water due to the poor sanitation. This contaminated water caused
serious health problems in the community. Apart from this, the
locals did not even have regular water supply because water
authorities used to put it to halt without any prior notices.

Under these conditions, the representatives of Alkhidmat
Foundation Pakistan (AKFP) visited the area and examined the
poor situation. Later, they installed a water filtration plant in
collaboration with the Government of Japan, which started
providing clean and healthy drinking water to the residents. The
entire community is now satisfied and very thankful to Alkhidmat
Foundation Pakistan, the Government of Japan and the people
of Japan for the installation of water filtration plant.

In a bid to address the serious problem of unhygienic drinking
water, AKFP is currently running as many as 6,434 water projects
under its Clean Water program across the country. These projects
include mega water filtration plants, water wells, water hand
pumps, submersible water pumps and water supply schemes.
More than 1.4 million people are benefiting from these water
projects on daily basis.

The plants have been installed at the cost of PKR 8.5 Million and
are expected to provide clean drinking water to more than 25,000
people of the city every day. The mega plants use advanced RO
technology to filter the water to make it useable for drinking purposes
and domestic usage.

Similarly, in 2009 & 2010, as many as 14 mega water filtration
plants sponsored by the Government of Japan were completed by
Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan in Sindh & Punjab province. More
than 18 Million rupees were spent on the installation of these projects.
Out of these, 7 plants are working in District Karachi, Sindh, while
two plants are being run in Lahore and Faisalabad each. Three water
filtration plants are operational in three cities of Punjab province
Multan, Sargodha and Sheikhupura. These projects benefit more
than 70,000 people in the major cities of the country.

Today, AKFP is vigorously looking forward to extend its number
of projects across Pakistan, especially by focusing the areas where
clean drinking water is nothing less than a privilege. The agile
volunteers and workers of the AKFP are quite optimist to fulfill
their organization's mission of service of humanity.

Article by: Yasir Altaf
Sr. Program Manager,

Alkhidmat Foundation Pakistan

National Director of AKFP Clean Water Program Rashid Dawood
Bukhari, Clean Water Senior Program Manager Yasir Altaf, and
a large number of people from all walks of life were also among
the participants.

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony, His Excellency Takashi
 Kurai expressed his satisfaction towards the newly completed
water projects and expressed the hope that these water plants
would benefit a maximum number of people through the provision
of clean drinking water. AKFP Senior Vice President Syed
Ihsanullah Waqas also vowed to continue working with the same
spirit in future. He went on to say that the AKFP's water projects
are not limited to major cities only and that the organization has
been paying an equal attention to water-scarce areas like
Tharparkar district of Sindh province.

In collaboration with the trust worthy partners, the AKFP is
regularly extending its outreach in terms of provision of clean
and healthy drinking water. Government of Japan is one of these
close associates. The Japanese embassy in Pakistan has been
collaborating with AKFP on this cause for last many years. On
May 22 this year, AKFP successfully inaugurated as many as
five newly installed mega water filtration plants in the city of
Faisalabad. The plants were installed in cooperation with the
Government of Japan.

At the inauguration ceremony, Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan
H.E. Mr. Takashi Kurai graced the occasion as a chief guest.
Senior Vice President of AKFP Syed Ihsanullah Waqas,



With love from Pakistan: Colorful tales of Japan
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In 2015, a member of Shonen Infinity cosplayed as Princess Kaguya
from "The Tale of the Princess Kaguya" in a Japanese film festival
event

Recently, an interview was conducted by the Japan information and
culture center where Syed Shoaib Ali Communications Manager of
Metal Seinen described cosplay and manga as being a forum to revitalize
hidden talents. Mir Balach Rassol President and Founder of Shonen
Infinity expressed his views over what people fail to apprehend is that
manga is not simply a means of entertainment but instead

"It gave me life lessons and the best message it gave me was of how
to value friendship in life"

In an attempt to engross the residents of Pakistan into the Japanese
culture, Metal Seinen collaborated the Pakistani lifestyle with the
Japanese pop culture through their "cosplay in Pakistan photo contest"
conducted in 2016. The Pakistani youth were motivated to combine
the daily norms and settings of their country and bring a local touch
to the cosplay. One of the participants rode the rickshaw in the attire
of the character she had dressed up as and embraced the Japanese
culture through this. Winners were awarded with prizes and recognition
that further sparked their interest for it.

All the cosplay outfits are self-financed by the members of the groups
and some even go as far as sewing their own costumes.

Japan has a culture, which for decades has been known to attractively
fascinate mankind towards color and creativity. Recently, Pakistani
youth have caught on to the growing trend of JAPANESE POP
CULTURE.

Japanese pop culture is a form of representing art through different
platforms and a medium of pursuing your passion. The recent platforms
can be seen in the form of Cosplay (costume) and Manga (comics).

Cosplay derived from the word costume and play (acting) revolves
around typically impersonating the anime characters and embracing
their aura in an elaborative way. Manga is widely linked to the Japanese
animation that has evolved with time and expanded its domain from
children to adults as well.

Written by: Ms. Shiza Syed
Karachi

Pakistani cosplayers taking part in the cosplay
event which took place in 2015

Two Pakistani groups named "Metal Seinen" and "Shonen Infinity"
have embarked on a journey of actively participating in the
advancement of the Japanese culture in Karachi.

Metal Seinen originally established in 2006 is an organization of a
group of creative Pakistani youth who initiated a means of expressing
and demonstrating their common interests regarding Japan.

Whereas the second group Shonen Infinity founded in 2015 is a group
of Pakistani youth that aspires to practice their passion of Japanese
Culture.
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Project Daemon; visual novel can be installed from Google
Play Store which was introduced by Metal Seinen in 2016.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gmail.hellbol
t.saad.Daemon_NEWAPKREADYING

As Mr. Ali described "The derivation of the name suggests the
group to be Metal which signifies rigid but malleable with a drive
for passion and Seinen as Young Man who would evolve with the
surroundings". This group aims to live up to its name and continue
to mold according to the various flavors the Japanese culture has
to offer.

A female cosplayer was dressed as "Edward Elric (fullmetal Alchemist Series) for the "Cosplay in Pakistan
photo contest" Conducted in 2016 and was seen driving a Rikshaw in this attire.
Photo credits: Noor Butt

Mr. Balach commented "Cosplay has no age limit, it can be adopted
by anyone and can be practiced by whoever feels like it" and that's
how the name Shonen Infinity which signifies to be Young Forever
was formulated. The group was inspired by the event Dekho Japan
Week conducted by the Consulate General of Japan in Karachi in
2013. The event showcased the vibrant culture of Japan and since
then they have been participating in various events to promote the
culture.

To further make the stance of Metal Seinen clearer, Mr. Ali
highlighted some of their upcoming projects inclusive of Project
Daemon and Project Venus which has proved to be a stepping
stone for their organization. Both projects aim to provide visual
novel experience and crafting their artistic manga talent through
social media for it to be widely available. While Project Daemon
has been launched on Google Play Store, other projects are currently
in the development stage.
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VARIOUS ACTIVITIES HELD BY THE EMBASSY OF JAPAN IN ISLAMABAD
AND THE CONSULATE-GENERAL OF JAPAN IN KARACHI


